Vegetative key to 50 common landscape weeds of South Florida
Dr. Phil Busey

D R A F T—Please send me your comments’

Leaves 10 times longer than wide and veins parallel %not branched @..CONTINUE TO 2

IF NOT — SKIP TO 24

Upright stems somewhat triangular and leaves very shiny .........ccccccoiiin e, CONTINUE TO 3
IF NOT — SKIP TO 5

Sedges
Grows as a dense mat less than 6 inches tall ... green kyllinga

IF NOT — CONTINUE TO 4

.............................................................................. bunch sedge
purple nutsedge

bunch sedgé-
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Creeps by horizontal stems (runners) either above the ground (stolons) or below the ground (rhizomes)
fOrMING PAICRES ...t e e e e sttt e e e sree e e e sbeeeeanes CONTINUE TO 6

IF NOT — SKIP TO 18

Sod-forming grasses

Weed has belowground runners (FhiZOMES) ........cccooiiiciiiiiiie et CONTINUE TO 7
IF NOT — SKIP TO 11

Leaves frequently more than 18 inches tall.............c.ccoooiiiii e, cogongrass
IF NOT — CONTINUE TO 8

Leaves mainly vertical (erect) and SParse..........ccoocueeeiiiiiiii i torpedog rass
IF NOT — CONTINUE TO 9
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zoysiagrass (left), torpedograss (right) torpedograss ginger-like rhizomes
Leaves pointed and emerge rolled (iNVOIULE) ..........eeeiiiiiiiiiiiii e zoysiag rass
IF NOT — CONTINUE TO 10
Leaf blades have many small hairs.............cccoooiiiii bermudagrass
IF NOT ..o seashore paspalum
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stolon of zoysiagrass stolons of bermudagrass
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Leaf blades more than 3/4 inCh wide.............ccccoiiiiiii basketgrass
IF NOT — CONTINUE TO 12

; Baskétgrass ) - Bahiagrass
Runners (stolons) hug flat to the ground ..., CONTINUE TO 13
IF NOT — CONTINUE TO 14
Stolon more than 1/4 iNCh thiCK ... bahiagrass
IE NOT <.ttt carpetgrass
Leaves light, alMOSt SIIVEIY........coooiiiiii e crowfootg rass

IF NOT — CONTINUE TO 15

: s et
carpetgrass Crowfootgrass
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15 Leaf blade at least somewhat rounded at the tip
IF NOT — SKIP TO 17
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............................................................ CONTINUE TO 16

........................................ St. Augustinegrass
................................................. centipedegrass

St. Augustinegrass stolon

e g e e e e 4 R e e e ] =TT T T T
B om o@m ouoar ko oW omWalb Boh o H B H AR B

B e L T T o e e L
3 W O AE i ik B M EP B I I B

Cer{ti;aédegra;s stolon
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...................................... tropical signalgrass
.......................................................... crabgrasses




Busey - Vegetative key to weeds Page 5

Bunch grasses

18 Has a distinct spreading center near the ground..............cccccceeieieiciieieeeeeeeeeee e CONTINUE TO 19
IF NOT — SKIP TO 20

1O HAS @ SIIVEIY CENTET ...ttt goosegrass
IF NOT oo bullgrass
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Goosegrass Goosegrass
Very short, less than 3 inches tall............cccooo i, annual blueg rass
IF NOT — CONTINUE TO 21
Sprawls or trails along the GroUNd ............ceooiiiiiiii e Sa ndspur
IF NOT — CONTINUE TO 22
The ligule (inside the COollar) iS PAPEIY .......ccuieioiieiie e spra ngletop
IF NOT — CONTINUE TO 23
Mostly less than 3 feet tall and l[eaves rolled..............oooiieiiiiiiiie e smutg rass
L @ PSR PU PP vaseygrass

utgrass
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Broadleaf weeds
Leaves somewhat fleshy and leaf veins parallel .............ccccooiiiiiiciii e, CONTINUE TO 25
IF NOT — SKIP TO 26
Some leaves at least 1/2 iNCA WIde ..........c.ovvvverveeveerecieieeeeeeee e common dayflower
I NOT .ot doveweed
Petiole attached in center of the leaf ... dollarweed

IF NOT — CONTINUE TO 27

A 122 : Leaves roundish: dichondra, red spiderling,
Dollarweed and heartleaf drymary
Weed creeps and forms a mat, stems hug ground ............cccceeviiiiii e e CONTINUE TO 28
IF NOT — SKIP TO 32
IS AT 0T o 1 o SO dichondra
IF NOT — CONTINUE TO 29
A small cup encircles nodes connecting the leaf bases...........cccoociiiiiiiiii CONTINUE TO 30

IF NOT — SKIP TO 31

Largeflowered pusley vs. Spanish needles
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Horizontal stems have small hairs...........c.ccociiiiiiiii e Iargeflowered pusley
IF NOT .o Virginia buttonweed
SHEMS SQUAMSN ...ttt e e e et ee et et e e matchweed
1 [0 2 OO green shrimpplant

[T A oY o] o] o101 | (= R OO CONTINUE TO 33
IF NOT — SKIP TO 39

Leaves about s Wide @S IONG .....coiuuiiiiiiiiie e CONTINUE TO 34
IF NOT — SKIP TO 35

Leaves less than 1 inCh wide............cccocooiiiiiiii e, heartleaf drymary
18 [0 1 OO OO red spiderling
Leaves dEEPIY INCISEA ........oiiiiiiiie ittt e st e e et e e e et ee e e e nnteeeeeenseeeeeanneas CONTINUE TO 36
IF NOT — SKIP TO 37

Leaves somewhat fleshy and rough to toUCK ............ccccoveveveieieeeieeeeeececece e, coat buttons
0 [0 OO OO OO Spanish needles
Leaves and stems exude milky latex when broken...............c.ccoooiiiiiiiii e spurges

IF NOT — CONTINUE TO 38

Spurge showing milky latex
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........................................................... whitehead broom
Old World diamondflower

Old World diamondflower

39 Leaves made of separate leaflets (COMPOUNT) ...........c.cueveiereuiieiereeeecieeee e, CONTINUE TO 40
IF NOT — SKIP TO 44

Niruri vs. creeping beggarWeed

40 Leaves palmately compound with three leaflets................oovoveiviieeieeeceeeeeeee e CONTINUE TO 41
IF NOT ..o chamberbitter (niruri)
41 Leaflets heart-shaped, deeply incised at @PeX..........ccccoeeveeeeeeeceeeeeieeeeeeeen, yellow woodsorrel

IF NOT — CONTINUE TO 42

42 Leaflets more than three times as long as Wide ...........c..coccovueverrerrrennnnn. creeping beggarweed
IF NOT — CONTINUE TO 43
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white clover
.................................................................................................................................. black medic

44 Leaves deeply Cleft OF iNCISEA ..........cc.oeeveuieeeeeeece e eae e e CONTINUE TO 45
IF NOT — SKIP TO 47

45 Basal rosette (ring) of 16aVESs PreSent...........c.cucueveveveveeeeeiceeeeeeeeeeeee e Asiatic hawksbeard
IF NOT — CONTINUE TO 46

46 Upperleaves deeply Cleft..........o..ooiioreveeceieeeeeeeeeee e common ragweed
IF NOT ..o cupid’s shaving brush

47 Leaves fuzzy and grayish due to copious Silky hairs ..............cccccoeueieievcucieeeeeceee e cudweed
IF NOT — CONTINUE TO 48

A8  LEAVES SEITAE ..ottt e et n ettt CONTINUE TO 49
IF NOT — SKIP TO 50

49 Petioles at least 1/4 as Iong as the 1af blade ................ccc.cveveeveecerieieeeee e pigweeds
IF NOT .ottt southern sida

I5iqweed s. southern sida '




Page 10 Busey - Vegetative key to weeds

............. horseweed

Florida pellitory



